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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Po Box 14 50 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This is in response to the Examiner's communication mailed 
June 6, 2006, which included a Restriction Requirement. 

The Examiner has required restriction between Group I 
Claims, that is Claims 1-13, drawn to methods of treating a 
human or animal patient involving the use of a catheter device 
having a distal region with a preformed configuration including 
at least one curve and a distal tip; and Group II Claims, that 
is Claims 14-21, drawn -to an apparatus for imaging and/or 
treating a human or animal patient including a catheter device 
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having a distal region having a f preformed configuration 



"Applicant provisionally elects the Group" I claims, that is 



requirement . 

As noted above, all of the present claims, that is the 
Group I and Group II claims, are closely related. All of the 
present claims involve a catheter device sized or structured to 
be placed in an epidural space of a spinal canal of- a human or 
animal patient. Thus, the Patent and Trademark Office is placed 
under no undue burden in considering all of the present claims. 

In view of the above, applicant respectfully requests that 
all of the present claims, that is claims 1-21, be considered in 
the above -identified application. 

Applicant respectfully requests early and favorable action 
in the above -identified application. 



inc ludi ng a primary curve of at least abou t 90 °. 



claims 1-13. 



However, applicant traverses the restriction 
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